
St. Mary’s Raises 

Donor Flag 
   

On February 5th, 2015 Essentia 

Health St. Mary’s Medical 

Center raised the Donate Life 

flag in honor of a donor at their 

facility. Friends and family of 

this young man were in 

attendance, and held each 

other as the flag rose: a symbol 

of their loved ones’ generosity 

and love shown through the 

act of choosing donor 

designation on his driver’s 

license.  

Hospital Chaplain, Jan 

Crissinger, who led the 

ceremony remarked, “Because 

Jerod was an organ donor, it 

turned the nightmare into a 

story of real hope, redemption 

and healing.” 

“Our family was so grateful for 

the flag-raising ceremony… 

[his] headstone says, ‘Our hero 

through organ donation” said 

one family member.  

St. Mary’s has policies in place 

to offer a flag raising ceremony 

to all families of donors as a 

way to honor their loved one. 

 

National Donate Life Month: A Success!  
Facilities across our region celebrate donation  

April is National Donate Life 

Month, a month long celebration 

honoring donors, their families, 

and raising awareness of the 

123,000 Americans who continue 

to wait for the lifesaving gift of 

an organ transplant.  

I was delighted to be part of so 

many activities throughout the 

month, and am excited to 

announce that five facilities in 

our region received national 

recognition for their efforts from 

the Workplace Partnership for 

Life.  

Gold: Essentia Health St. 

Mary’s Medical Center (Duluth) 

Fairview Range (Hibbing) 

St. Luke’s (Duluth) 

 

Silver: Essentia Virginia 

 

Bronze: Essentia Duluth 

 

These facilities utilized the 

score card to accumulate points 

from August 2014 – April 2015. 

If you have any questions or 

would like more information so 

your hospital can receive this 

award next year, please contact 

me.

St. Luke’s Dedicates Region’s First Wall of Heroes 

On April 23, St. Luke’s Hospital 

in Duluth held a ceremony for 

donor families, hospital staff, and 

community members dedicating 

our regions first Wall of Heroes. 

The piece, a large shadowbox 

featuring a tree with 150 

stained glass leaves, was 

created by ICU nurses Pete 

Boyechko, David Johnson, and 

Jeremy Nelson 

(pictured left). You can 

visit the tribute on the 

2nd floor of the hospital 

near the café.  
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Barb Boettcher, RN Donation Committee Chair, and 

donor mother, Beth Sandstrom (pictured right) 



 LifeSource Organ and Tissue Donation 
Local Hospital Liaison: Katelyn Wilson, RN BSN 218.260.5688 kwilson@life-source.org 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fairview Range Hosts 

Donate Life Flag Raising 

On April 22, Fairview Range 

hosted a flag raising ceremony in 

honor of their 17 tissue donors   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since 2005. Donor mother, Deb 

Gustafson spoke at the event and 

thanked staff for the care of her 

daughter, Katrina, when she 

became a donor after a fatal car 

accident. Many staff and 

community members attended.  

2015 Donation 

(Northland) 

Total Organ Donors: 6 

Lives Saved: 17 

LifeSource DSA : 44 

Lives Saved: 125 

Total Tissue Donors: 4 

Lives Improved*: 240 
Community Memorial Hospital (Coquet) 

has the most tissue donors for our region! 

LifeSource DSA: 88 

Lives Improved*: 5,280 

*Every tissue donor has the potential to 

enhance up to 60 lives 

Katelyn Wilson 

LifeSource 

4051 Miller Trunk Road 

Eveleth, MN 55734 
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